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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMALGAMATIONS — DADOUR PROVISIONS 

504. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to the decision made by the Premier not to bring the Dadour provisions repeal to a vote in the Liberal 
party room today. 
(1) When did the minister first become aware that the Liberal Party would not have a position on this issue 

after the party room meeting today? 
(2) What is the minister’s position on the removal of the Dadour provisions? 
(3) When will the Liberal Party have a position on this issue, in light of the fact that local government 

authorities are due to have their submissions in by 4 October? 
(4) Will the government’s amalgamations policy apply to local government authorities that have 

responsibility for fewer than 500 people, as per the Premier’s statement just a few minute ago? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied:  
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(4) I think local government reform has a long way to go and I will start with a couple of issues. We have 

started off this process. We have asked local governments to put a proposal into the Local Government 
Advisory Board by 4 October so that we can have a starting point for the Local Government Advisory 
Board — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: When will you have a position? 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Member, hear me out. 
We announced back on 30 July—the member would have seen it in the newspaper the next day—that the 
number of local governments would reduce from 30 to 14. It is our goal to reduce the number of metropolitan 
local governments. In trying to work through that process, we must make some changes to the Local 
Government Act. We are in the process at the moment of working through those issues. The member may be 
aware that this morning the Premier announced that we would have a bit of discussion with local governments, 
because quite clearly a few local governments in the wider community are a little confused between the changes 
to the Local Government Act and the change to the boundaries. At the moment the change that went through 
cabinet was to the Local Government Act. We are still working with local governments and I am still meeting 
with them on a regular basis and having a chat to them about their preferred boundary changes. A lot of them, 
across the board, are very supportive of the reform process. We are now trying to work through those finer 
details with them on how to best get to the final boundaries that we can work on. I am confident that in the next 
few weeks, probably in the next month, I will be able to come back and brief my backbench a bit more on the 
process of the changes to the Local Government Act that I am bringing in. 

Mr M. McGowan: Your backbench! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: After 4 October? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: The idea of 4 October is only a date when the local governments have to have their 
submission into the Local Government Advisory Board. The reason for that, member — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Will you have a position on the amendments, though? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: The reason for that, member, is that local government elections are happening on 
19 October and, believe it or not, it is a very exciting time in local government. More than 800 candidates are 
standing at local government elections this year—the biggest number ever! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Is that a good or a bad thing? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: It is a good thing; it shows that democracy is working well. Everyone is getting excited! It 
is a very exciting time in local government. The idea of 4 October is to get submissions to the Local Government 
Advisory Board so that we can get a clear vision happening. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan!  

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Member, the interesting part is that I will work through those processes also with my 
backbench — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: But your position will only become apparent after 4 October. 
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The SPEAKER: Sorry, just hold it a minute, please! Can the minister just answer the question? If the member 
wants to ask a supplementary question, he should ask a supplementary question. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. For clarification, member, cabinet has made a decision and it will 
go off to the relevant party room and will come back into Parliament once it has had that discussion. 
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